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Phi’s Report: Br. Austin Noguera 
 

Dear Brothers,  

 Congratulations on another year of continued growth and well-being within the Tau Phi 

Delta Fraternity! My name is Austin Noguera and I was elected President of the Active 

Brotherhood this past December. I would like to thank all the alumni for their contributions and 

support which have allowed us to be in the position we are today. I would also like to thank the 

alumni that have reached out to me and other members of the house on what they would like to 

see accomplished. I believe that by both following the great example left by alumni and 

continuing quality communication between actives we will reach our maximum potential as an 

organization. I am also looking forward to working with Brs. Thomas, Frederick and Bauer to 

continue our efforts in growth and prosperity.  

 Since last homecoming we’ve been active in all areas of the Tau Phi Delta Fraternity. 

This allowed us to achieve “Chapter in Good Standing” for 2015 within the Interfraternity 

Council and Penn State. The previous House Execs: Brs. Unangst, Barbour, Emminger, and 

Glotzbach worked diligently to meet our chapter requirements as well as maintain order within 

the house. To close out the 2015 year we welcomed 10 new brothers into the house, bringing our 

active total to 31 with one brother out for a co-op. We also put in a good recruitment effort this 

spring semester with such little opportunities we had and gained the interest of 2 prospective new 

members who are currently pledging. Even the little sister program has grown to 8 members with 

6 prospective new members pledging currently. 

Many improvements that were requested and talked about at the last B.O.D meeting have 

been made to the house. We’ve had brand new tables and benches built for outside thanks to the 

Spring 15’ class and a brand new fence built up around the yard thanks to the pledge class of Fall 

15’. These improvements among many others have polished the overall look and appeal of the 

house and it definitely has helped with attracting new members. There are also long term projects 

that we are communicating with Br. Prinkey about that are in the works. Some examples are 

improving or replacing bricks in the fireplace as well as, roof, boiler, and electrical work. We are 

also working to fix up the house for the 70s reunion that will be taking place this Blue and White 

Weekend. I encourage you all to come on out to the house to see some old friends and to check 

up on the house and how we are doing.  



With all these positives and improvements to the house I believe we will be able to attract 

the interest of a considerable pledge class next fall. This will allow us to remain and possibly 

even grow in social, academic, and financial prosperity. We recently had our Valentine’s Day 

formal and our cook reported having over 65 people here (brothers, alumni, little sisters, and 

dates) proving for a very good time with great friends. Things like this are exciting to a Tau Phi 

because it shows us a glimpse of our potential and the bonds we have as a brotherhood. I can 

assure you the actives will continue to work hard to uphold the traditions and legacy of Tau Phi 

Delta. I encourage you to stop down to the house to check out our standing any time and talk to 

some of the actives and pledges. I hope that you feel free to contact me with any suggestions or 

questions. Please call 610-763-3714 or email agn5046@psu.edu Thank you and we hope to see 

you at the Homecoming! 

Fraternally, 

Br. Austin Noguera 

 

Alpha Phi’s Report: Br. Keith Thomas 
Greetings Brothers,  

 The past two semesters have gone quite well as we have had two strong pledge classes. 

The two classes added seventeen brothers to the house, with seven in the spring of 2015 and ten 

in the fall. The house has been maintained well, only needing a few minor repairs from outside 

entities. A lot of progress has been made around the house, with most of it improving the outside 

of the property. 

 

 During the spring of 2015, the pledge class built new picnic benches for the back patio 

and scanned the composites which are currently being loaded onto the website. The digital 

composites have been tricky to upload because they were scanned oversized, but it is currently 

being worked out. Normal house proceedings took place and everything went well. 

 

  During the fall of 2016, the fence was ripped out and replaced by the pledge class. The 

project took a few weeks, but turned out well. It should hold up for the coming years, being that 

pressure treated wood was used for all of the posts, and will be stained during the current 

semester. The class also replaced the split rail fence that borders the front right corner of the 

property. During that semester a group of brothers purchased and installed new yew bushes 

along the back patio after the yard was slightly graded and mulch was laid. Railroad ties were 

installed going down from the fire pit to the yard. The brothers also added river rock to the beds 

out back, which gives a much better appearance than before. The fire pit out back was replaced 

with a paver stone design. All of the recent projects have greatly improved the rear appearance of 

the house. A group of brothers also purchased lumber and constructed new couches that now 

reside in the bar area. The two semesters were very productive when all said and done.  

 

 As we move through the current semester we wish to slightly improve a few things, such 

as the front landscape, but proceed as normal and keep the house in good condition. The most 

recent repair involved fixing a floor drain in the kitchen. This repair involved busting up a small 

section of the floor and replacing the pipe due to it rotting out. The repair turned out well and 

didn't require much of the floor to be disturbed. As the weather breaks we wish to continually 

improve the house’s exterior and finish the semester strong.  
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 As always, the actives thoroughly enjoy talking to alumni who stop by and visit. We ask 

that if you are in the area, come down to the house and share a few stories. It is always a good 

time hearing about the history of Tau Phi Delta.  

 

Fraternally,  

Br. Keith Thomas 

kat5459@psu.edu  

 

Tau’s Report: Br. David Frederick 

 

Greetings Brothers, 

The spring semester of 2016 has already shaped itself into being a prosperous one for the 

Brothers of Tau Phi Delta. With a roster of 32 Active Brothers and two prospective members, the 

semester looks to be promising.  

In regards to the House roster, 15 Members currently reside at 427 East Fairmount 

Avenue, including 14 Actives and one perspective member. For the coming fall semester the 

house roster should be full with the possibility of doubling up on two rooms. The current House 

Bill stands at $4200 for in-house living, while Brothers living outside of the House pay $700 

with an optional meal plan. These numbers have allowed the Brothers of Tau Phi Delta to 

properly manage their finances through conscientious spending and an increased importance on 

responsibility. 

As far as expenditures on repairs, Tau Phi Delta has had to make some payments since 

the last newsletter. The boiler room has had some attention in the past few months with multiple 

distressed things needing to get repaired or replaced. The kitchen also had a pipe collapse 

underground but it was speedily replaced over Spring break.  Also, the classes of Spring 15 and 

Fall 15 have done a lot in regards to the backyard with their respective pledge projects. Spring 15 

built picnic tables and benches so everyone can sit on the back patio and eat on nice days. They 

also scanned all the composites. Fall 15 replaced the decaying fence and gate all around the 

backyard and the split rail in the front yard. Be sure to commend them on their hard work, as 

their craftsmanship truly brightens the backyard and patio. 

New blunders and problems are bound to occur, but I am confident that Tau Phi Delta 

will be able to meet these challenges accordingly, as well as maintain a proficient financial 

standing throughout the semester and into the months of summer. If anyone finds a need to 

contact me, please feel free to call me at (570)-778-2431 or send me an email at 

davidfred89@yahoo.com so that I may accommodate your thoughts or concerns. 

Fraternally, 

Br. David G. Frederick 

Fall, 2015 
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Membership Report: Brs. Gavin Collins and Jordan Miller 

 

Greetings Brothers,  

 This past semester in Fall ’15 we received new active Brothers into Tau Phi Delta.  The 

group of new Brothers consists of Br. Dave Fredrick, Ryan Principato, Ian Heman, Ron 

Hartman, Keith Thomas, Ethan Bauer, Matt Coleman, Sam Durant, Jacob Dawes, and Nate 

Yocum.  They are a great asset and contribution to the house; participating regularly in Brother’s 

events and meetings.  Along with the new Brothers, we also a small but strong group of pledges 

this semester (Spring 2016).  These pledges include Mike Barton and Chris Barnish. So far these 

two pledges have proved to be committed and dedicated.  All seem to be very interested in the 

house and what it stands for.  They look forward to meeting more of the alumni throughout the 

semester and at the BOD meeting on April 16th.   

 Although spring semesters seem to be difficult to recruit members due to the fact that 

there are no involvement fairs or information sessions, we still had a successful turnout during 

the rush period.  Our goal this semester is to strive to keep bringing guys down that share our 

outdoor interest and to inform them about the house. 

 We look to continue our success recruiting pledges next semester with the strong pledge 

class we have this semester, which have friends who are interested in the house.  The Fall 

semester always brings new faces and more people who are interested in the outdoors.  Not only 

are the active Brothers recruiting heavily, but there have been several rush/pledges who have 

visited the house after receiving information from recent and older alumni.  A big thank you goes 

out to all that have promoted the house and continue to do so.   

 Similar to recent years, we are going to continue the membership raffle at the Spring 

2016 Homecoming weekend (Blue and White).  The raffle will award prizes such as guns, 

hunting and even fishing accessories.  All proceeds will benefit the membership fund that will go 

towards rush events.   

 If you have any questions or ideas regarding membership, we are always available to 

contact. I, Gavin Collins can be reached at gsc5075@psu.edu as well as Jordan Miller can be 

reached at jsm5561@psu.edu . Also, the house phone is always an available source to reach us 

at.   

Fraternally, 

 

Brs. Gavin Collins and Jordan Miller 
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Alumni Report: Brs. Jordan Miller and Erik Ring 

Greetings Brothers, 

It’s that time of year again. Spring came rather quickly this year with this crazy weather 

we’ve had and that brings the annual BOD meeting with it. This year’s activities will take place 

on Saturday, April 16th. The BOD meeting will be held at the usual time of 10:00 am with lunch 

to follow. Kickoff for the spring Blue and White game will be at 2PM. 

 The plan is to have a lunch prepared by our wonderful cook Patti. The meal will be 

served after the BOD meeting and before kickoff. Dinner will be catered BBQ. Also, there will 

be Tau Phi Delta gear and apparel available for purchase throughout the day. 

 On a final note I would like to thank Br. Rinehart for keeping our website up to date. The 

web address is still: www.tauphidelta.org. This website is up to date with happenings throughout 

the Brotherhood. In the near future scans of all the composites in the house will be uploaded to 

the site thanks to the Spring 15 pledge class. 

 I encourage you to travel back and check out the various improvements made to the 

House itself and catch up with old friends. I can be reached at jsm5561@psu.edu or (610) 698-

1820. Br. Ring can be reached at ewr5140@psu.edu  

Fraternally, 

Br. Jordan Miller and Br. Erik Ring 

 

B.O.D. Report: Br. Mike Prinkey 

 Greetings Brothers.  It is spring break as I write you this message, and outdoors it feels 

like semester end rather than late winter.  Things are pushing along quickly and won’t be long till 

Spring Homecoming including the ΤΦΔ ‘70s Reunion.  

Next week I will be attending a Fraternity and Sorority Advisor meeting where they will 

be soliciting feedback to the Task Force on Fraternity and Sorority Life that President Barron 

appointed last fall.  Supposedly the group will be discussing the broad range of issues that impact 

fraternities and sororities, the student experience they offer, and the impact they have on the 

wider community.  I am attending to make sure we spread a little Tree House cheer and to see 

that we are adequately represented prior to some new group of rules or demands are enacted.  

At the BOD Meeting this Spring Homecoming, there will also be elections for a total of 

five individuals whose terms will have expired including Br. Shawn Cable (Tau) Br. Will Leete, 

Br. Michael Prinkey (Phi), Br. Nick Spinelli, Br. Charles Strauss.  Br. Cable and myself will be 

both stepping down from the board at this time.  If you are interested or have a suggestion for 

someone that would make a good board member, please let me know.  As a reminder the Board 

members are filled by general election at the spring BOD Meeting, while Board positions are by 
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vote of the Board members, so election to the Board does not automatically come with a 

leadership role.  I encourage all of you to attend the meeting and take part in the elections. 

Being that this will be my last newsletter submission, I want to take a minute to note a 

few items.  To the actives, you gentlemen are the live blood of our organization, which comes 

with both benefit and responsibilities.  Enjoy the benefits, but take the responsibilities seriously.  

Be a Brotherhood by participating in activities together…meals, events, service projects, wood-

cutting parties…show up and participate, the activity doesn’t matter.  It will build the kind of 

relationships that will cause you to organize gatherings together 40 years from now.  BOD 

Members and other leaders, current and past, thank you for all your contributions and efforts, we 

would not be where we are today without each of you.      

I share this closing message in every newsletter on purpose, so here it is.  I look forward 

to seeing many of you at Spring Homecoming.  If you can’t make then, but are in the area, make 

an effort to stop by the house and see the actives.  Share a memory or some wisdom with them 

and in doing so you’ll help pass along the traditions of our fine organization. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 

mip103@gmail.com or call me at 814-280-7888. 

 

Fraternally 

Br. Mike Prinkey 

Phi – Board of Directors 

 

 

 

House Advisor’s Corner: Br. Martin McGann 

Dear Brothers, 

I hope this issue of the Taproot finds you all well and for those of you that were in the house 

during the 1970s I hope you’re looking forward to the upcoming reunion to be held this spring 

on Blue-White weekend. For myself I’m trying to get many of my pledge brothers to come back 

for a visit, which I hope they will take seriously. It is interesting to look back on my experiences 

in the house and compare them to the activities that the brothers are engaged in now. Certainly 

the parties and the limited amount of beer that is consumed brings back fond memories however, 

to be part of the fraternity system these days the brothers also need to engage in a great deal of 

outreach and community service. For that they should be applauded since they need to do that in 

addition to all the other scholastic and recreational activities that they engage in. When you as 

alumni come back to the house I hope you will make an effort to meet some of these young men 

and form a close bond with them since we all are brothers and not just a series of independent 

pledge classes. 

As I’m sure anyone who lives in Pennsylvania knows, the legislators and Gov. in 

Harrisburg have not reached an agreement on the budget. This has been going on for 

approximately eight months now and is benefiting no one but the newspapers and news stations. 
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The upshot of this inability to get along is that certain things that have been taken for granted in 

the past may very soon go away. What I am referring to is the agricultural extension program and 

agricultural research. The College Of Agriculture depends more than any other college within the 

University system, on the money provided by the state.  The funding amount is $50.5 million 

which goes towards supporting ag extension, 4H, and ag research. All told, we’re talking about 

approximately 1100 persons. The college has carried on without this money for as long as seems 

practical however that period of time may soon be coming to an end. In a recent email the Dean 

of the College indicated that if this impasse is not resolved soon then layoffs will most likely 

have to occur impacting the entire system. It seems that the ineptitude observed in our political 

process in Washington has migrated north to Harrisburg.  

Earlier this year I think it was outrageous that school districts had to borrow money to 

keep their doors open when the contributions from Harrisburg were not forthcoming. By 

borrowing money the school districts simply passed the burden on to the residents who will 

eventually have to pay off the interest that the districts had on their loans. I think the school 

districts missed a big opportunity by not closing their doors and telling the irate parents to call 

their representatives in Harrisburg and ask where the money was. If this had been a statewide 

effort I think this budget impasse would’ve been resolved much sooner. How would you like to 

get thousands of calls from irate parents telling you to do your job? 

As to the situation at the house, everything is going as well as can be expected. I had time 

this year to attend several house meetings as well as having informal conversations with some of 

the actives. The biggest issue facing the actives is the cost per semester for room and board, 

especially with fluctuating numbers of brothers in the house. I think if you have time to attend 

the reunion you’ll see that there are some things that the alumni could help out with that would 

make things easier for the actives. This is something that we can talk about over a couple of cold 

beers on the back porch Saturday night. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you back at the house. 

Fraternally, 

Martin McGann 

 

 

 

Tau Phi Delta Foundation Report: Br. Kory Enck 

Honorable Phi and Brothers 

 

A few things coming up for the Tau Phi Delta BOD; 

 

70’s Reunion* -April 16, 2016 

*This reunion is specifically for the Classes from the 70’s however all are invited to attend and 

register 



Contact Roy Siefert at 

570 485-9435 Cell or rsiefert2@juno.com 

 

Patio Pavers to finish out the back patio. At this point all pavers sold are going directly into our 

endowments and will be profit for this fundraiser. 

 

$250 for “4x8” or $400 for “8x8” 

 

Contact me at kenck@nrahq.org to order, I will supply you with the proper application form. 

 

If you would like to do a fundraiser for our Tau Phi Delta Foundation endowments, please 

contact me for this as well. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

Kory Enck Fall 86 

Tau Phi Delta Foundation Board of Trustees-Chairman 

 

Special Tree Planting at Flight 93 National Memorial  
 

Brother Dave O’Barto is once again organizing a volunteer planting event for active Tau 

Phi’s, alumni, Little Sisters, and friends. The event is scheduled for Friday, May 13th.  Spread the 

word and recruit volunteers. Brother O’Barto can be contacted at (412) 310-3291 or 

obarto@comcast.net for any additional information.  

 

 

Annual Jim Evans Memorial Golf Tournament 

It is time once again for the annual Jim Evans Memorial Golf Tournament. The 

tournament will be June 11th at the Sky Top Golf Course with a 10:00AM start. This is not the 

same weekend as the Arts Festival in State College. 

 

               
Tau Phi Delta’s Fall Homecoming 

will be Saturday, October 8th, 2016                                                  

Alumni B.O.D. Meeting at 10:00 am. 
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SPRING HOMECOMING / 70S REUNION  
SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2016  

TAU PHI DELTA FRATERNITY ● 427 EAST FAIRMOUNT AVENUE ● STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801 

 Saturday’s Schedule of Events: 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Alumni Board of Director’s Meeting 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  Lunch by Tau Phi Delta’s Cook, Patti 

                (Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Pasta/Potato/Fruit Salads, Drinks)  

1:00 p.m.   Silent Auction Opens  

2:00 p.m.               Blue - White Game at Beaver Stadium 

5:15 –  5:30 p.m.  Tau Phi Delta Foundation’s Presentation  

5:30 –  6:30 p.m.   Dinner (Catered BBQ)  

6:30 –  7:00 p.m.  Group Photos 

7:00 p.m.   Silent Auction Closes 

7:00 –  8:00 p.m.  Wine and Cheese Sampling  

 Costs:    $50 Per Tau Phi Alumnus ●  $90 Per Couple  ●  $10 Per Child 

Registration Form Available:   Online at www.tauphidelta.org  

Advanced Pre-Registration:   Requested by April 2, 2016 

Note: The event organizers are in dire need an estimated advanced  
head count to be able to place orders for food with caterers,  
wine with local vineyards, and tables, chairs, and canopy tent 
from a rental company …  
 

… So please contact Br. Roy Siefert with your notice to attend A.S.A.P.  
via email at rsiefert2@juno.com or by calling him at (570)485-9435. 
 

Also contact Earl Hower if you have any silent auction donations at earlh@iwla.org or (703) 999-4170. 
 

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you on April 16th. 

 
ALL TAU PHIS ARE WELCOMED TO ATTEND REGARDLESS OF YOUR ERA! 

ΤΦΔ `70S REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 

  

NAME:           PLEDGE CLASS:  

  

ADDRESS:   

  

CITY/ STATE/ZIP: 

ΤΦΔ `70S REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 

  

NAME:           PLEDGE CLASS:  

  

ADDRESS:   

  

CITY/ STATE/ZIP: 

All Tau Phis Are Welcomed To Attend Regardless Of Your Era! 

Proceeds to Benefit the 
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Name:  
Address:  

Phone:
 

Seller:
 

TΦ∆ Membership Committee Raffle
TO BE HELD AFTER DINNER 4/18/2015 

1st Prize:  Leupold BX-1 Binoculars
2nd Prize: Plano Guide Series Tackle Box
3rd Prize: Gun Guard Single Rifle Case

Suggested donation $2.00
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ALUMNI UPDATE & TAPROOT SUPPORT FORM 
 
Please take a few minutes and tell us about yourself and your family so you can be included in the 
“Alumni Updates” section of the next issue of The Taproot. 
 
Name and Nickname  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Pledge Class   ________________________  Graduation Year(s) ___________________ 
 

Phone Number(s) (To be printed)  _______________________________________________________ 
                                                                                             (Specify home/work/cell) 
 

Email Address (To be printed) _______________________________________________________ 
 
Quotable comments and other information about you, your family, your career and interests outside of 
work (If need be, continue on a separate sheet).  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my contribution to support The Taproot : __ $10,  __ $20,  __ $30,  or $______ (specify). 
 
Please make your check payable to: Tau Phi Delta Foundation  
 
Then send this form and the check to: Bill Herb  

9780 White Swan Court  
Chestertown, MD 21620  

 
You may also send an alumni update and suggestions for future newsletter articles by email to the editor, 
Bill Herb, at: m.b.tailfeathers@gmail.com 

 


